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When private detective Dana Cutler is hired to follow college student Charlotte Walsh, she never imagines the trail will lead to the White House.
But the morning after Walshs clandestine meeting with Christopher Farrington, President of the United States, the pretty young coed is dead—the
latest victim, apparently, of a fiend dubbed the D.C. Ripper.A junior associate in an Oregon law firm, Brad Miller is stunned by the death row
revelations of convicted serial killer Clarence Little. Though Little accepts responsibility for a string of gruesome murders, he swears he was framed
for one of them: the death of a teenaged babysitter who worked for then-governor Farrington.Suddenly nowhere in America is safe for a small-
time private eye and a fledgling lawyer who possess terrifying evidence that suggests the unthinkable: that someone at the very highest level of
government, perhaps the president himself, is a cold and brutal killer.

EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE (2008) by Phillip Margolin[Excerpt from an April 2012 article by Jeff Baker in “The Oregonian” based on his
interview with Phillip Margolin after the author had completed the final book in his “Washington Trilogy” featuring private detective Dana Cutler
and fledgling lawyer Brad Miller: Books in the series are “Executive Privilege,” “Supreme Justice,” and “Capitol Murder.”]+++++++But the real
story, the one Margolin cant wait to tell, is about how he got the idea for Executive Privilege in the first place. It was 1995, and his writing career
had gone from dormant to stratospheric two years earlier with the publication of Gone, But Not Forgotten, an international best-seller. Margolins
long career as a criminal defense attorney provided him the basis for some of his books, and he was trying to come up with an idea for his next
one.Whats the worst thing a president could do? Margolin said. Thats what I started wondering. Well, he could murder somebody. But (other
writers) had already done that. Could a president be a serial killer?Margolin loved the idea and told it to his editor at a sales conference. The
response was immediate.Dont do that book, Margolin said, laughing. He told me there was a young guy with a book coming out in a couple of
months that had a similar plot, and it would look like I was copying him.The novel was Absolute Power by David Baldacci, who wound up doing
just fine for himself.[End of Excerpt from The Oregonian}+++++++We’ve become hardened, I suppose, over the years to what presidents and
lesser politicians will do to cling to their positions or accomplish their agendas. Nevertheless, in Baldacci’s “Absolute Power” and Margolin’s
“Executive Privilege” the authors take the possible actions of a U.S. President or his underlings to the unthinkable extreme.After a violent episode
in Dana Cutler’s career as a cop, she retires to private practice and accepts an assignment to follow a young co-ed who is thought to be involved
in stealing secrets from the campaign offices of President Chris Farrington’s opponent in the upcoming election. Cutler trails the young lady to a
farmhouse where she meets with Farrington and, after a lengthy shouting match with the President, is taken by the Secret Service back to her car.
Her body is discovered the following day in a dumpster. The wounds which caused her death are suggestive of a serial killer known as the “D.C.
Ripper.” Was her murder the work of this madman or could it somehow be related to her meeting with the President?Through various routes, P.I.
Cutler, FBI Agent in Charge Keith Evans, and recent law school graduate Brad Miller become involved in the case and convinced that the
President of the United States is up to his neck in the mess.After all, “Executive Privilege” and “Absolute Power” are not just abstract terms. They
are the thread and fabric of every organized government that has existed since the dawn of time.
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